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Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day via 
Zoom commencing at 7.30pm and finishing at 8.42pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr J Porter   
Councillors: Mrs J Bettison, P Bettison, Mrs S Davenport,                           
Ms G Kennedy, R McKenzie, Mrs M Mossom, R Mossom, M Sanderson, 
Mrs N York. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer Angela Carey 
Cllr Mrs P McKenzie 

 
Non-voting representatives: 
T Dean (Sandhurst Town Football Club) 
P Dodds (Sandhurst Allotment Association) 
D McCafferty (Sandhurst Sports Club) 
B Penn (Sandhurst Tug of War Team) 
J Sheppard (Sandhurst Gardening Club) 
S Shortland (Sandhurst Town Football Club) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor: 
R Limbu (Business) 
 

    (Formal apologies are only recorded for councillors, and are not recorded for 
    the non-voting representatives of clubs and groups). 
 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
2176 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
19 March 2020 (pages 1022-1024) be received as a true and correct 
record and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.     
 

UPDATE (Agenda item 4) 
The Committee received an update on some decisions that were made by 
the Delegated Decisions Committee on behalf of the Leisure Committee 
during lockdown.  These included the reopening of Pyes Acre Car Park, 
handing over the booking of the tennis courts to the Tennis Club whilst the 
office was closed and the commencement of charges for business use of the 
fields.  Thanks were given to the Tennis Club for their support.         

 
LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 5) 
a) The Committee were advised that the Music Festival has been 

rescheduled for 3rd July 2021. 
 

b) The Committee were advised that the Fireworks Event scheduled for 31st 
October 2020 will be cancelled due to the current Coronavirus crisis and 
Government guidelines.  It has been rescheduled for 30th October 2021. 

17th September 2020 
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MEMORIAL PARK MAINTENANCE (Agenda item 6) 
The Committee were asked to consider a request received concerning the 
Culvert that runs from Green Lane to the Memorial Park.  A concern has 
been raised following a dog going down the tunnel.  The tunnel has no 
covering and there is a concern that if a dog could go into the tunnel a small 
child may be able to enter the tunnel.  The Culvert is owned by Thames 
Water. Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded 
by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
2177 

that all Councillors view the site to familiarise themselves with the Culvert 
and that the EO contacts Thames Water for their advice. 

ACTION: Cllrs & EO 
 

MEMORIAL BENCH (Agenda item 7) 
The Committee were asked to consider two requests from residents to install 
memorial benches in the Memorial Park.  The first was for Maurice Clark 
who was a past STC Councillor and Mayor and who was also  Chairman of 
the Sandhurst Museum Trust for many years.  The second was for Michael 
Donnelly who is from a local family that have been running a business in 
Sandhurst for many generations. Further to discussion it was proposed by 
Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was 

RESOLVED 
2178 

that the STC policy states that benches should be in recognition for 
people that have provided a Voluntary Service to the Community, 
therefore permission has been given for a bench for Maurice Clark.  The 
request for a bench for Michael Donnelly has been unfortunately declined 
as STC are not aware of any voluntary service being provided.  The 
Executive Officer will ask Mr Donnelly’s family if any such service was 
provided that STC are not currently aware of. 

ACTION: EO 
 

OWLSMOOR PLAY AREA (Agenda item 8) 
The Committee were asked to consider the refurbishment of Owlsmoor Play 
Area following the agreement in the budget setting meeting that it needed 
some updating.  The open internal fencing has been removed due to the 
condition of it.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and 
seconded by Cllr R Mossom and the following was  

RESOLVED 
2179 

that the refurbishment of Owlsmoor Park commences with the funding 
coming from CIL monies.  This includes replacement of flooring in the 
play area, new bins, new benches, some enhancements/replacement 
play equipment.  The removed fencing will not be replaced as it serves no 
purpose.  It was originally installed to prevent people playing football  
near to the houses, however it just serves to act as a goal post currently 
as it is all open. 

ACTION: EO 
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PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 9) 
There was a request by this meeting to add notification of the postponement 
of the Fireworks to the publicity and press forward plan.  

ACTION: EO 
 
COUNCILLORS REPORTS (Agenda item 10) 
Cllr R Mossom reported that Owlsmoor Community Centre has reopened 
and that most hirers have returned. 
 
Cllr Mrs S Davenport reported that she had attended a virtual meeting with 
the Blackbushe Airport Consultative Committee.  They are applying for more 
airspace to enable more private planes to operate.  Crime remains low since 
there have been dogs on site. The common law court case will now take 
place in 2021. 
 
Cllr M Sanderson reported that the High Sheriff of Berkshire Mary Riall had 
visited Sandhurst to thank volunteers that contributed to the community 
during the recent COVID19 pandemic.  She spent some time in the 
Memorial Park and was very impressed with the park and facilities. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 11) 
D McCafferty introduced himself as the new Chairman.  He reported that the 
Sports Club has currently reduced the opening hours to Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday only.  The club has recently acquired some more volunteers so this 
will help with the opening of the club.  The work that will be done in the 
Sports Club includes some rewiring and new lighting in the beer garden.  
The toilet refurbishment is currently on hold due to the financial situation 
bought on by the restrictions during the COVID19 pandemic.   
The club is COVID secure with markers, one-way systems, hand sanitiser 
and 6 per table rules. 
Cllr J Porter congratulated D McCafferty on his appointment to Chairman. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 12) 
No representative present.
 
SPORTING CLUBS AND SOCIETIES (Agenda item 13) 
B Penn from the Sandhurst Tug of War Team reported that they have 
restarted training once a week.  There are no planned competitions and they 
are following the guidelines provided. 

 
J Sheppard from Sandhurst & District Gardening Club reported that the club 
have not been able to hold any meetings.  No shows were held, however 
there was a virtual show which was popular. The trading hut has reopened, 
and thanks were given to Jane & John Heritage for keeping this going.  
There are now some new members helping them. Currently no other club 
members are allowed to enter the hut and all purchases are conducted 
outside.  A decision has been made by the club not to hold the October and 
November meetings. 
Thanks were given to STC for their help with the removal of the graffiti.  This 
was rectified by the trading hut being repainted.   
The Committee were informed that the sum of £257.00 has been raised for 
the Greenfingers Charity in remembrance of Len Clarke the previous 
Chairman of the club.
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T Dean from Sandhurst Town Football Club reported that following all 
football matches being shut down by the FA, all results were annulled.  Cup 
games were not played either. 
The refurbishment work on the Clubhouse has started.  
Planning permission for the 3G pitch has been delayed due to various 
factors.  This is now progressing at BFC.   
New fencing and trees have been installed. 
The season has now started and the team are playing at Bracknell Town FC 
ground whilst the refurbishments are being undertaken. 
 
P Dodds from the Sandhurst Allotment Association informed the Committee 
that the allotment holders were happy to be allowed access to their plots 
throughout lockdown.  “This was a god send to them”. With the good 
weather this has been an excellent growing year. 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Agenda item14) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 19th November 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         SIGNED AND DATED BY 
CHAIRMAN

 
 

 


